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that in other countries. A contemporary newspaper
applauded his discernment:

'The Gaekwar of Baroda', wrote the World (znd Aug. 1910),
'has appointed an American, Dr. William Borden of Yale
University, to take charge of the Chair of libraries which he
intends to establish in his principality. The appointment not
only testifies to the ability of Dr. Borden, but it is a distinct
compliment to the library system which has been developed in
the universities of America; and inversely it implies that the
university library system in this country is antiquated and un-
practical. And this is not far from the fact. The Gaekwar,
himself an Oxford man' (which was of course a figment of
the kindly imagination) 'has probably had experience of the
miserable lack of method------*

and so on, with a fairly comprehensive gibe at the methods
of the Bodleian.

Dr. Borden stayed three years in the State. He not
only founded the Centtal Library, but he organized a
system of free-aided libraries and reading-rooms through-
out the Raj (for the Maharaja had insisted that all libraries
should be free to every one, young and old, rich and poor,
of all castes or none, and of any creed), and set up a sort
of picture class or, as the account calls it in more precise
official language, can agency for imparting visual instruc-
tion to the illiterate masses'. But it was the kindly and
generous gift of the Maharaja which gave the library such
a splendid start. He presented the young library with
his own collection of some 20,000 volumes, in which
history, biography, and social science were prominent.
Dr. Borden handed on the torch to a young Maratha,who,
unfortunately, died some few years later. He was suc-
ceeded by Mr. Newton Dutt, who is still in office. The
Central Library now contains upwards of 100,000 volumes.

The Library Scheme has caught the popular fancy
surprisingly. There are now well-established libraries in